]lafu/m/

xg::edﬁyfzuu.mtd:atd secrecy laws,
| base personnel have y engaged in e~

© have lietde if sny enviconshental legislation
% om d\e hooh Even where laws do exist,

Ry g Toamth e USERR 2 : . m E i
ssudy, b only in censored form. Informanon s excised | host countey laws were revelant e hazardous waste
on nearly overy-page. Four consecuane pages are blacked | management at LS. bases. T e e

out ensivaly. All mention of specific hases o delewed, 25 are | i Sie
many of the detals of emmrunmenal valanons. A-aote On | WITH 226 AMERICAN SASES, GERMANY RANKS AS ONE OF

the cover in.the vernacular of the mulasy, tha dhe | - the most miliariaed countries in the world. Iniial cepores
report has “sanitized.” Unfornumacely, though, the | indicate it also may be among the most The air
same camnot be said of the oversess hases themanives. force now acknowledges that it has. ;surface ot
lem present a wadhung overview of the w;mmdhm\mhmm
abroad, nchaling charges of wide- | G (as well as its forty ocher bases in Europe). In

pracuces,” “wmpruper. hazaidous-waste | 1989, for example, German authorities discovered that

i prmcu"md"mu«hnmeddumm"‘m 300,000 gallons of toxic jet fuel from the Rhein-Main
mmmﬁmk&mh&kwmm major ground-water, aquifer dninking water w0

oc simply poured an the . lnhn.umrly_ev_ny the city of Frankfurt Also at Rhein-Mai Sccadingnp

r's ';
I
)

AN AND SI'I'I'I SHULMAN

mtumunnlmm Lr e in it au 40 1 : V:‘iu 2 A-,' - : Rotting Stong, Novemsen 287n, 19V} - I9



e

o 5

m.n mubmuh »h uumww h m&
1l m,%wmmu ummw M

_‘ w it m.m \

distincuon
*"We should demand no less overseas. Ay

?a..

bases. "We'

o gricdhprry su

he

our domestic bases o adhere to serict

v i w el
i wmmw w
m. mmm«wwmmw

Vest says thae
air-force bases is cleaned

i w H
.mmmmme mmue

'”ﬂ g
mibsary’s e
——

ronments] problems, will be published in the spring.

As one | base commanders were under investigation by foreign

milicary official hes seid: "M there’s »

| suspected of eg

auywt:u-
uwnu

t

ln

o renew tht

éma

Scaes will '«

| leaving it 0

tions £ come.

hu scribe his
TS
. won'e be
Vest succeeds
the air
W
.m...l't.f" oo

i After

Subic may
mm
what, the
gﬁﬁw
wwum
mrs-alr
oca:pnmaﬂ

Subic [Naval Seacion} may be
of Mount Pinsasbo earlier this year,
and 300t
. : tﬁy.ﬂ
+ one of few high-rankipg military officials w

ME

k3 . ) ‘ lc'
.‘ " scu d . ,A.

i4

book “The Threat at Home, on she

w m
Mmmw “m

' in Boen aud

mm m

Shubnan's

e




s
;
3
i
§~

§§
i
E}
il
44

land’s remote location and its role in the military’s Paci
strategy make it a bikely indicatoe of conditions at Ameri-
can bages on other Pacific islands and in Japan and
South Korea.
Between 1983 and 1986, the Guam Environmental
p dencified e ’

amount of trichloroethylene (TCE)
al regulators. Used by the air force to remove grease
from engine parts in great quantities at all of its bases,
TCE is on the EPA’s priority kist of the fifteen worst or-
ganic contaminants.

If any nation bears the environmental brunt of the

GARY VEST, THE DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF THE
air force for safety and

» one of few high-ranking military officials who’s

DanN GRossMAN and SETH SHULMAN are writers nho lhe
in Boston and specialize in science and environmental issues.
Shubnan’s book “The Threat at Home, on the milikary’s emi-
ronmental problems, will be published tn the spring.
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plans to offset the amount
says, the air force’s environ- owed because of improve-
mental budget alone will top ments against the amount re-
ol o e e e T harindwing
wﬂMbe none oﬂ money he U.S. Cleanup ef::s have t: '
spent o up con- gun at some bases -
oo  bwes e Army has already  Coue the hoss have caken che
i is counterparts in ° . tiative. At the air force”
e sy s the o, Ve identified more than  Ruiauin bese, in Germa
sy is a seven-year project
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;".‘:'.;,"?.;':‘z":& dae of ha &2 Germany alone. b o 1 ey of Fonion
ecutive Vest explains is the proy S
thaf his goal for the air force million bill. The Pentagon
activities into compliance wich existing laws and prevent an arrangement Vest calls "a neat and convenient”
future pollution by minimizing the amount of toxic mate- | way t get the job done quickly.

[ in air 30 and
so well,” Vest says, “that by the tumn of the century :
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In the United Scates, the cleanup of the military’s rox-
ic sites is paid for by a special fnd — the Defense Envi-
ronmental Restoration Account — authorized by Con-
gress in 1986. The Pentagon currendy plans to draw
upon this fund to clean up more than 20,000 sites of
contamination it believes to exist at its active and former-
this money, however.

Vest says that contamination discovered at operating
air-force bases is cleaned up when it threatens human
health. Because funds for these efforts, however, must

- secrecy that surrounds them make us vulnerable t li-

OBSCURED BEHIND THE DOOR TO VEST’S OFFICE IS A
gray five-drawer filing cabinet with the label sare #186.
A cardboard placard above a sturdy combination dial an-
nounces that the cabinet is locked. The security meas-
ures offer a subde reminder of the Pentagon’s penchant
for secrecy. But Vest says he doesn’t condone the Penta-
Y ification of environmental reports. “T don’t see
any reason to classify environmental information,” he
says. T just can’t think of a good reason to do it”
Mike Synar, whose Environment, En-
ergy and Natural Resources Subcommittee commis-
sioned the newly released reports, agrees. He calls the
secrecy surrounding the reports an “outrage.” Synar is
also fighting the P s environmental distinction
between domestic and foreign bases. “We’re requiring
our domestic bases to adhere to strict environmental
laws,” he says. “We should demand no less overseas. As
a tenant of the host countries, our military presence
should be beyond reproach, but these practices and the

ability issues and open us up to international criti-
cism.” Synar plans to conduct his own invesrigation
this winter, personally touring Pacific bases and possi-
bly scheduling hearings upon his return. “We're com-
ing after them on this,” he says.

If Synar has his way, Vest’s filing cabinet and many
others like it around the world will someday be open for
public inspection. The fallout could be very embarrassing
to the United Seates. It could also prove extremely ex-
pensive, as foreign countries insist that the US. pay its
share of the cleanup before leaving, For its part, the Pen-
tagon is not eager to share its secrets. And at those bases
where even the military is still unaware of the full extent
of its environmental legacy, the Pentagon is in no hurry
to find oue. =
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